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Drinking Tea On Wellington Street

Drinking Tea on Wellington Street is the second iteration of the exhibition
Drinking Tea on Flower Street held in the city of Xiamen, China in 2019.

The exhibition offers viewers a recontextualized experience, with the title
nodding to informal exchanges, quiet reflection, and intercultural connection.

The exhibition acts as both a home coming and a continuation—bridging the
experiences of exhibiting abroad with local audiences eager to engage with
fresh perspectives.

The six Australian artists Kate Anderson, Tony Smibert, Vicki Grace,

Tony Scott, Carmel Burns and Kir Larwill are joined by the Beijing artist
Yang Yongli in the Australasian Cultural Arts Exchange gallery, ACAE in
Collingwood, Melbourne to continue a theme of cross cultural dialogue.

Presented with thoughtful curation, the exhibition underscores how art can
transcend borders, using simple acts like sharing tea as a metaphor for dialogue,
respect, and understanding between cultures. It’s a timely reminder of art’s role
in building global connections

Tony Scott, Director China Art Projects, June 2025

Opposite YiZhang Jian Fang Tea House, Xiamen, exterior and interior
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Kate Anderson
previous double spread Taking Tea 1, 2019
Kate Anderson, Installation view, Acrylic on canvas
Xiamen 80 x 48 cm
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Kate Anderson

Tea Bowl, 2019
Acrylic on canvas
25x25cm

Kate Anderson
Drinking Tea 2, 2019
Acrylic on canvas
20x20cm
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Kate Anderson
Six Bowls, 2000
Giclee print

60 x 80 cm

Kate Anderson

Tea Pot and Two Vases, 2000
Giclee print

60 x80 cm
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Kate Anderson

After A Still Life Il, 2025
Giclee print
30x30cm

Kate Anderson
After A Still Life I, 2025
Giclee print

60 x40 cm
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Carmel Burns Installation view, Xiamen

Carmel Burns

Red Painting 5, 2019
Oil based inks on paper on board
30x25cm
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Carmel Burns

Red Painting 4, 2019

Qil based inks on paper on board
30x25cm

Carmel Burns

Red Painting 1, 2019

Qil based inks on paper on board
30x25cm

19



20

Carmel Burns

Red Painting 2, 2019

Oil based inks on paper on board
30x25cm

Carmel Burns

Red Painting 3, 2019
Oil based inks on paper on board
30x25cm

21



Carmel Burns

Copper Series 1, 2018
Screen paintings
14x19 cm
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Carmel Burns
Copper Series 2,2018
Screen paintings
14x19 cm
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Drinking tea encapsulates hospitality when shared.

Or introspection and contemplation when taken quietly alone.
The dried leaves unfurl in the heated water. Releasing it’s essence.
An alchemy of colour and aroma. Magical, an elixir that nourishes
both body and spirit

Previous double spread Vicki Grace
Installation view Xiamen Elixir 01, 2025
Far left Vicki Grace Acrylic on polyester canvas
Left Carmel Burns 106 cm x 94 cm
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Vicki Grace

Elixir 02, 2025

Acrylic on polyester canvas
97 cm x 66 cm

29



30

Elixir 03, 2025
Acrylic on polyester canvas
97 cm x 66 cm
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Vicki Grace

Iced Vovo, 2025
Acrylic on linen panel
25.4x19 cm

Vicki Grace

Cherry Ripe 01,2018,
Acrylic on gesso panel,
44 cm x 44 cm
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Vicki Grace

Dissolve 01, 2025,
Acrylic on gesso panel,
18.2cmx12.8.cm

Vicki Grace

Cup Cake 01, 2025,
Acrylic on gesso panel,
18.5cmx 13.5cm

Vicki Grace

Hei Cha, 2024,

Acrylic on gesso panel,
35.5cm x 35.5cm
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Yang Yongli
Installation view, Xiamen
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Yang Yongli

Tea Cup I, 2025
Earthenware

6cm x 7cm x 4 cm

Yang Yongli

Tea Cup I, 2025
Earthenware

5cm x 7.5cm x 3tcm
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Tony Scott

Installation view, Xia

men
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Tony Scott

Shelter 3, 2019

Qil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm
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Tony Scott

Shelter 6,2019

Qil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm

Tony Scott

Shelter 2, 2019

Qil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm
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Tony Scott

Shelter 8, 1,2019 (L,R)

Oil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm each

Tony Scott

Shelter 7, 4,2019 (L,R)

Qil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm each
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Tony Scott

Shelter 8, 2019

Oil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm

Tony Scott

Shelter 12,2019

Qil, almanac pages on board
24cm x 22 cm
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Tony Scott

Shelter Ill, 2020

Qil paint on Chinese paper on board
24cm x 47cm
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Tony Scott

Shelter I, 2020

Qil paint on Chinese paper on Board
24cm x 47 cm

Tony Scott

Shelter I, 2020

Oil paint on Chinese paper on board
24cm x 47cm

53



55

54



56

Previous Spread
Drinking Tea on Flower Street
Installation View Xiamen

Tony Smibert

Composition Landscape 2, 2019
Acrylic on canvas

100 x 83 cm
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Tony Smibert

Landscape Two Dyptich, 2019,
Acrylic on canvas,

74 cm x 49 cm
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Tony Smibert Plan View of the Tao 1, 2019, 100 cm x 50 cm
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Tony Smibert Plan View of the Tao 2, 2019, 100 cm x 50 cm
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Kir Larwill

Airborn I, 2025
Acrylic and oil

on repurposed board
54 cm x 45 cm
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Kir Larwill

Airborn Il, 2025
Acrylic and oil

on repurposed board
54 cm x 45 cm
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Kir Larwill

Mid-Week, 2025
Acrylic and oil

on repurposed board
118 cmx 114 cm
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Kir Larwill

These Days 6, 2024
Acrylic and oil

on repurposed board
30cmx30cm

Kir Larwill

These Days 8, 2024
Acrylic and oil

on repurposed board
30cmx30cm
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ACAE &
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ACAE GALLERY

82A Wellington Street, Collinwood
Victoria

Opposite Vicki Grace, Shanti 1, 2023, Acrylic on polyester canvas, 152 cm x 132 cm
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